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PREFACE

Professor Philippe’s account of the beginnings of the
International Association for the History of Glass in
the 1950s shows how much the early development of
the Association owed to his vision and energy, and to
the city of Liége for its generous financial support.
Joseph Philippe served the Association for more than
twenty-five years as the Secretary-General and lat-
terly as the President, until he became the President-
Fondateur in 1985. Since then, Pieter Ritsema van
Eck and Keith King have been Secretary-Generals,
and Axel von Saldern, David Whitehouse and Gioa
Meconcelli Notarianni have been Presidents, while
Annet van Wiechen has held the organisation
together as the Secretary and the Managing Editor of
the Annales. In these fifteen years, the Association
has remained committed to its original aims, while
expanding in new directions. It has continued to grow
and to attract new members from many countries. In
February 1999 we had 466 members from 33 coun-
tries around the world.

The 14th Congress, which held in Italy from 27th
October to 1st November 1998 was a very popular
event, bringing together over 300 participants from
21 countries,. The meeting was a great triumph for
the President of our Association, Gioia Meconcelli
Notarianni, who was the original inspiration for the
meeting, and for the Italian National Committee and
Congress Organising Committee, Ermanno Arslan,
Attilia Dorigato, Wladimiro Dorigo, Alessandra Mot-
tola- Molfino, Giandomenico Romanelli and Renzo
Tedeschi, and their many assistants, including Maria
Grazia Diani, Elisabetta Franchini, Teresa Medici
and Francesca Raguso. We owe a great debt of

- thanks to everyone who was involved for the enor-
~ mous amount of work that went into making it a
_ resounding success. Venice and Milan provided

superb settings for our meetings in the Museo Correr
and Congresso Stelline, and the visits to Murano,
Padova and Adria and to the Castello Sforzesco, the

Civiche Raccolte Archeologiche and other collections
in Milan were splendid, while the excellent buffet
lunch in the School for Waiters in Adria lingers plea-
surably in the memory. During the Congress, 84
papers and 26 posters were offered in 20 sessions,
presenting a multitude of new finds and new thoughts
and insights. The range and quality of the scholarship
was very exciting, and provided a good illustration of
the dynamism of current studies into the history of
glass. Ninety-three of these papers and posters are
included in this, the 14th volume of the Annales. The
publication of this volume marks a departure from
the original format of the Annales, as it has become
necessary to change to a larger page size to accom-
modate the increasing number of contributions. We
hope you will enjoy reading it.

As we enter the new millennium the Association is
changing and facing new challenges. Very regretfully,
we will shortly say goodbye to Annet van Wiechen,
who is leaving to give more time to her career as a
lecturer. We are very grateful to her for the support
she has given tot the Association in the past fifteen
vears, and wish her good luck in her plans for the
future. The Association is currently looking for a new
Secretary to replace her. Plans to set up a web-site for
the Association are taking shape, which should be a
great help in circulating information to members, and
plans for the 15th Congress are also well in hand.

The 15th Congress will be held in October 2001 in
the USA, at the Metropolitan Museum of Art in New
York and the Corning Museum of Glass at Corning,
in upstate New York. This Congress will coincide
with a major exhibition of Islamic glass, Glass of the
Sultans, and we look forward to seeing as many of
you as possible then.

Jennifer PRICE
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